
panies. In a Tech Zone, the personal prop-
erty tax on computer equipment would be
abated.

Mr. Galbiati touched on the development
of the Gary/Chicago Airport. He stated
that the cost of the "full" development of
the airport is about $680 million, of which
a 10% local cash match is required. He
also noted the full cost of the extension of
the South Shore Rail Road. which requires
a 1:1 local cash match to federal
funds. The lack of sources for these local
cash matches continues to be an impedi-
ment to the full deployment of these sig-
nificant transportation infrastructure pro-
jects in NWI.

From The Publisher….Thank you to Mary
Kaczka for providing the meeting notes,
and Jim McNabney for the attendance fig-
ures.

Meeting Notes From

JANUARY 20, 2009

Rev. Bassam and Lisa Woodruff conducted
extractions.

The Joker's Wild raffle was won by Rick
Schumacher.
Rick did not pull the Joker Wild.

The guest speaker was Mr. Vince Galbi-
ati, CEO and President of the Northwest
Indiana Forum (NWIF). The NWIF is a
private regional economic development or-
ganization. Mr. Galbiati is a graduate
of Valparaiso University and Indiana Uni-
versity. He had an extensive career in the
corporate world, working in the area of cor-
porate turnarounds and improving effi-
ciency. Before joining the Forum in Janu-
ary, 2005 he worked for the Inland Steel
Company.

Mr. Galbiati discussed legislative efforts of
the Forum which include the proposal that
the State of Indiana create "Tech
Zones" which would be similar to Enter-
prise Zones. He explained that the State
continues to assess a property tax on com-
puter equipment, which is an impediment
to the State in attracting significant invest-
ment of expanding technology based com-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 27 John Davies, NWI Soc of Innovators
February 3
February 10 Dennis Rittenmeyer, Regional Bus Trans.
February 17
February 24 Career Builder, Personalized Hiring Program

Rotary Attendance January 20, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, James Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Hans Enderlin, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, Jim
McNabney, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Chuck Sanger,

Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker and Lisa Woodruff.
Make Ups: Clyde Rector

Speaker: Vince Galbiati, Northwest Indiana Forum

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 16




