ROTARY Awareness MONTH



January 25
   Kathy Forslund—Classification Talk


            February 1
   Robert Wichlinski—Director, Purdue Technology Park


            February 8         Teenage depression and suicide—Bob Krumwiet



February 15
   Born in Brotherhood—Jim McNabney



February 22
   NO MEETING


Wed.   February 23  
   Rotary 100th Anniversary Luncheon/Radisson--Merrillville



March 1
   Morton Marcus—Vision of Northwest Indiana



March 8
   Mike Flannery—Purdue Tourism Rest. & Hotel Institutional Situation Analysis

The Meeting-January 18, 2005

Jim Lopatkiewicz led us in The Pledge of Allegiance, followed by “American the Beautiful”, and the meeting continued with a prayer delivered by Bruce Lindner.  There was no drawing or extractions.

Mary Kaczka arrived safely in India.  The following is an e-mail dated January 10, 2005 that she forwarded to the group:  

Hi Phylis:
Arrived in India just fine. Long flights. Spent a few hours in Bombay, saw some very poor people. On to Chennai and meeting Rotarians here today. They meet us at the airport in Chennai with a small group and flowers!!! Drove out of the city to Pondicherry and saw the coast, tsunami did not affect Pondicherry but we will see other affected areas later. Ed Arnold, GSE Committee chair, gave me about 100 bottles of water purification tablets to distribute as part of the relief effort from Rotary. We will do that in a few days. One Rotary Club is building 500 houses at a cost of 1,000 USD each for the tsunami victims, then want to adopt the village.

I also meet the team leader from here who will be in our district in April.

Please say hi to Hammond Rotary for me from India.

……..

Our speaker, Bud Baker, was introduced by Jeff Oesterle.  The history mystery presentation

was the description and explanation of the two billion birds who became extinct within 100 years time.  The passenger pigeons would travel at the speed of 65 miles per hour for three days and be so dense in their coverage as to create darkness over the earth.  Eventually, they would land in 

an area of 2 x 48 miles wide and become their own worst enemy by landing on top of each 

other—crushing their own bodies and tree limbs as well.  

Encroachment of mankind on developing land heightened the speed of extinction.  Those who

killed them for their meat made 6 cents per bird.  The breast was considered a delicacy while the feathers of 1,000 birds stuffed one mattress.  Carcasses were fed to the hogs.  Bird dung was useful for mixing with molasses as relief for migraine headaches.

The last bird died on September 1, 1914 and is now in the Smithsonian Museum.  After many trials, scientists could never breed them in captivity.

If you have program ideas for the coming weeks, please call Hans at 933-4477.

Bottom Line for January 18—23 Rotarians, 3Actives/Attendance Excused, K. J. Mamula (Phylis Mamula); Larry Gleckner (Kevin McCarthy)          Total Attendance: 28

