
billion generated for investment in public roads and economic
development.

Morris reviewed the plans and progress that had been made to the
Toll Road. The installation of electronic tolling has improved the
efficiency of the toll road in relation to moving traffic faster.
The plans for the redesign of the travel plazas will improve the
aesthetic appearance of the areas and improve the economic vi-
ability of the areas. The plan to develop economic development
corridors with the instillation of fiber optic in the Toll Road right a
ways will encourage the development of businesses along the toll
road. The development of these plans have had a local impact.
There has been substantial investment in public works projects in
addition to 120 million allocated to the RDA.

The creation of the RDA is unique to Northwest Indiana. The pri-
orities for funding are:
1. Gary/Chicago International Airport
2. Extension of the South Shore
3. Recapture brown field sites for economic development
4. Creation of Regional bus transportation authority and
5. Other economic development initiatives.

The RDA has decided to concentrate on initiatives one through
four. In addition, for projects to receive approval 5 of the 7 mem-
bers of the RDA must vote yes of the Chairman must be one of
the 5. Morris is the chairman of the RDA.

Mr. Morris was definitely a very informative speaker. The after-
noon end with president Judy thanking the speaker and giving him
a Rotary pen.

From The Publisher….Thank you to Rocharda Moore Morris and
Linda Randolph for providing the meeting notes, and Jim
McNabney for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

JANUARY 13, 2009

After President Judy Walker led us in America the Beautiful, Mi-
chelle Golden led the group in the Pledge and Pastor Abdallah lead
us in prayer.

Visiting Rotarians
Jill Hisiack from Harris Bank and the speaker for the afternoon was
also a Rotarian.

Communications
Mary Kaczka updated everyone on the progress of theWorld Af-
fairs Conference scheduled for March 17, 2009 at Purdue Univer-
sity Calumet. She indicated that Linda Randolph and Rocharda
Moore Morris were also part of the committee. The Theme for the
conference is “Living in a Global Economy-The Challenges and
Opportunities’. The conference is intended for high school students
in the Lake County Area. The Rotary Clubs in the Lake County
cities will pay he registration fees. The school districts will be re-
sponsible providing for the transportation of students and student
supervisors.

The three confirmed state wide presenters are;
Richard Mourdock, State Treasurer
Gerry Dick, the host and creator of Inside Business television and
president and managing editor of Grow Indiana Media Ventures,
LLC
Jim Hartung, leader in public port authority administration.

In addition there will be three or four local experts who will pro-
vide presentations to the students at the conference. They have not
been confirmed at this time. Rotary members will be responsible
for helping with the round table discussions.

SPEAKER

The speaker for the afternoon was Leigh Morris, the Governor’s
appointment to the Indiana Toll Road and the Regional Develop-
ment Authority. His theme for the afternoon was “Breakthrough
Opportunities for Indiana”. According to the speaker there are two
opportunities that the Governor has provided for economic devel-
opment in the State of Indiana; The Toll Road Lease and the crea-
tion of the RDA.

In relation to the Toll Road; it is still owned by the citizens of Indi-
ana, the leasers pay state taxes for the lease and there has been 2.8

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jamuary 20 Vince Galbiati, NWI Forum
January 27 John Davies, NWI Soc of Innovators
February 3
February 10 Dennis Rittenmeyer, Regional Bus Trans.
February 17

Rotary Attendance January 13, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Cal Bellamy, James Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Hans Enderlin, Michelle
Golden, Mary Kaczka, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney,

Jeff Monberg, Rocharda M. Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Chuck Sanger,
Rick Schumacher, Harry Smiddy, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein, Tom White,

Lisa Woodruff.
Visiting Rotarian: Jill Hasiak Speaker: Leigh Morris, Chairperson, Indiana Toll Road

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 25




