
his agency is a stand-alone entity supported wholly by user
fees on hotels and riverboats paid by visitors and not the
citizens of Lake County. The SSCVA represents 6,000 hotel
rooms throughout Lake, Porter, LaPorte and Newton
Counties. The agency’s Christmas Story display this year
broke all attendance records by drawing 33,600 visitors over

an 11 week
period and
brought in
$66,800 to
the gift
shop. The
agency also
brought
10,000
visitors to
the area in
2010 with
the

National Girls Fast Pitch Class B Tournament which will
again be hosted in 2012, 2014 and 2016. Tourism is now a
$1.3 billion industry in Northwest Indiana and is a big
supporter of the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana as well as
the hospitality management program at PUC. Currently the
agency is pushing the Indiana legislature to adopt a uniform
school year starting on the last Monday in August instead
of earlier in the month in order to bring in an additional
$497 million a year in tourism during this peak month for
the industry.

Thank you to Jim Prisby for the meeting notes, and Chuck
Sanger for the picture and attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From
January 10, 2012

President Jim McNabney led the members in singing My
Country Tis of Thee, Ted Karns began the Pledge of
Allegiance, Reverend Bassam Abdallah offered another
thoughtful prayer, and Rocharda Moore-Morris led everyone in
the 4-way test. Michelle Golden then introduced guest Joy
Robinson, President Jim introduced Nicole Mackowski of the
South Shore Convention & Visitors Authority (SSCVA), and
Linda Fullilove introduced Rotary Tutor Adam Cooper and
Norma Coleman, former educator, veteran and current PUC
recruiter for the armed services.

President Jim reminded everyone about our new membership
drive whereby (E)very (M)ember is asked to (I)nvite (T)wo to
lunch and unveiled a new chart to track each member’s EMIT
progress. Jim also asked the members to fill out the calendar
being passed around for future programs and informed
everyone about a letter received from Tom Yamada’s sister
Grace regarding Tom’s serious struggles with dementia.

Bassam then announced that he would be speaking to
Hammond High School about our Water Project and that the
Water Project Committee would meet next week after lunch.
Nancy Machnikowski then informed the members that she
would be happy to accept orders for her granddaughter’s Girl
Scout cookies.

Extractor Stephanie Madison successfully stumped all 4 tables
with questions about Chicago weather, and Extractor Bassam
did the same (for the Water Project) with questions about the
names of jobs. Happy bucks were provided by Lisa Wein for
the upcoming groundbreaking of Haven House’s transitional
housing center and by Speros Batistatos for the # 7 ranked
Indiana Hoosier basketball team.

Tom Donovan then conducted the current events challenge for
a grand prize of $460. Linda Randolph donated the $10 prize
to the water project and answered the question correctly but
drew the eight of spades instead of the joker from the
remaining 20 cards.

Nick Loxas then introduced speaker Speros Batistatos, the
CEO and President of the SSCVA. Speros first stressed that

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 17 Interrnet Privacy, Tom Donovan
January 24
January 31
February 7
February 14

Rotary Attendance January 10, 2012

Bassam Abdallah, Tom Donovan, Linda Fullilove, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, Ted Karns,
Nick Loxas, Nancy Machnikowski, Stephanie Madison, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore-Morris, Jeff Oesterle,

Casey Ostrowski, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Bill Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Lisa Wein
Guests: Spiros Batistatos and Nicki Mackowski (SSCVA), Joy Robinson and Ryan (guest of Michelle Golden),

Adam Cooper and Norma Coleman (guests of Linda Fullilove)

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 25




