February 5, 2002                   
ROTARY WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH 
THE CALENDAR

Feb 12
Ranjan Kimi
Morton Marcus, IU



Board Meeting today: Nancy Johnson, Legacy Foundation

Feb 19
Kay Dell Knarr
Parents as Teachers

Feb 26
Jim McNabney
Insurance Fraud

Mar 5

Club Assembly

THE MEETING

In lieu of our regular meeting at Woodmar CC last week, we met at The Center for the Performing Arts with the Munster Rotary Club, along with the Highland and Schererville Clubs to listen to Jim Pyles, Membership Chair for the District speak to us about … membership.

Guests joining us included David Brady (Ruth Dodson) from Select Specialty Hospital, Principal Theresa Mayerik from Morton High School along with Morton Seniors and student guests Alexis Vargas and Vince Hausmann.

We witnessed a number of Happy Bucks being donated.  At least one Hammond Rotarian asked what “Happy Bucks” are anyway.  As far as I can tell, a Rotarian donates to the RI Foundation a sum of money to recognize publicly a positive/happy event in his or her life.  I suppose that might include a personal accomplishment, an accomplishment of a friend or family member or even an accomplishment of your alma mater’s sports team. 

If you haven’t asked someone to be a member in the past year, YOU are the weakest link!

Mr. Pyles made clear early on what his talk would be about: 1) Recruitment  2) Orientation and 3) Retention.  Without all three, any membership program =  failure.  Without a doubt Rotary has been the most successful civic club to date with 1.2 million members in 62 countries.  But past performance does not guarantee future results at all.  It is up to each and every Rotarian to recruit new candidates, to welcome each and every new member into the Club and then work to retain members.  Jim provided a detailed and exhaustive list of questions, considerations and suggestion for our membership team to reflect upon and disseminate to the Club.  Additionally Jim called for each of us to be a Public Relations machine for RI and indeed, our Club.  Wear your pin everyday and when someone asks about it, tell him or her our story.  Invite them to a meeting to see what we’re all about.  Sell Rotary and our worthy ideas.  We truly have any outstanding Club that is part of an outstanding organization.  It’s truly up to each of us to keep the torch burning, held up high and moving forward.

Follow Up Issues

Professor Robinson will be delivering your Girl Scout Cookies to you in March … at Woodmar.

There will be a Rotary District Seminar held on Saturday, February 16 at The Strongbow Inn in Valparaiso.  If interested or for more information, call Jim Prisby at 836-5500.

If you haven’t already, mark down Monday, June 10 for the Hammond Rotary Golf Outing being held at Woodmar Country Club.

Finally, I welcome any and all comments, suggestion and criticisms of the Transmission.  My job is to ensure it’s at least worth the paper on which it’s written.  Please give me your feedback and ideas anytime.  Thanks.  Bob Evans  (852-3200 x304  or  bevans@horizonpublishing.com)

~~~~~

THE BOTTOM LINE: 31 Regular Actives,  2 Guests,  2 Student Guests



 35 Total

