
former prison site. At least ¼ of the former prison is now a museum.
Many of our prisoners of war, including John McCain, were held at
this site. We saw torture racks, a guillotine and baskets used to catch
the heads of those that were killed. The guillotine was designed by a
French doctor who felt that this process was quick and merciful.
Two rooms were devoted to American detainees. Room 7 was where
some famous prisoners were kept. There was some evidence of
bomb damage. Dean also shared pictures of US protestors.

Albert Alvarez had been in captivity there the longest (1964). John
McCain’s flight suit, parachute and helmet are still on display. They
had offered to release McCain early when they found out the status
of his father. McCain refused to leave. He felt they should follow
the policy of the first one in should be the first one to leave, so Albert
Alvarez was released. There is a photo of McCain visiting the site as
a senator. He is quoted as saying that “he has put all of this behind
him. The war is over, so let’s move on with our lives.”

Dean Larson shared that when he met McCain, and saw the condition
of his arm, he was very humbled. He realizes that President Obama
has quite a dilemma to deal with. He knows that we left Saigon a
mess and that we don’t want to do the same thing with Iraq. Larson
indicated that if there were no 911 we probably would not have gone
into Iraq. We need to look at what this has cost our country. Was
our response to 911 as thoughtful as it could have been? He stated
that General Jones is an excellent choice to lead us through what
must be done. We have to leave with honor. We should never
blame the troops. We must leave things better than we did with Sai-
gon. He reminded us to reach out to Vietnam veterans for they are
still suffering. Dean Larson closed with the statement that our coun-
try is truly the only one with a democratic election. Everyone every-
where knows all about us. We need to know all we can about them.
We need to learn more. We need to learn to listen.

From The Publisher….Thank you to Rocharda Moore and Linda
Randolph for providing the meeting notes, and Jim McNabney for
the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

FEBRUARY 3, 2009

America the Beautiful sung/ Pledge of Allegiance led by Lisa Wein /
prayer rendered by Rev. Abdallah.
There was one visiting Rotarian, Dean Larson, and his guest was
Judge Richards. Mary Kaczka’s guest was Steven Smith. There was
a special welcome back for Duane Dedelow who had been on a leave
of absence.

Announcements:

Mary Kaczka indicated that we are in need of 4 team members for the
2009 Rotary Group Study Exchange to Seoul, Korea. The exchange
dates are November 8 thru December 7th, 2009. The deadline for
applications is March 20th. There was also a reminder that the World
Affairs Conference will be on March 17th.

Speaker:

Hans Enderlin introduced our guest speaker, Dean Larson. Dean Lar-
son retired as a Captain from active and reserve Navy service, and
retired from U.S. Steel , with his last position as Safety and Industrial
Hygiene Manager for Gary Works. He teaches as visiting faculty for
Purdue Calumet. Dean received his doctorate from Purdue and his
second Master’s from Purdue Calumet last month. He serves as a
Commissioner on the Indiana Emergency Response Commission, a
member of the NFPA 1600 Technical Committee, and Head of the
U.S. Delegation to the ISO Committee on societal security.

Dean represented the U.S. at a meeting in Hanoi. He spent 48 hours in
Hanoi August 24-25, 2008. He shared that he had been very de-
pressed in regard to what our country had done when they abandoned
this country. When he visited Hanoi, they were preparing for their
1000th year anniversary celebrating their freedom. He discussed
APEC (Asian Pacific Economic Consortium) which had conducted a
survey regarding the standards on security. This was a critical infra-
structure and support standardization project. There were various
sectors of concern such as transportation and energy.

He shared that the Sheraton Hanoi was a really great hotel. In fact, it
was the best hotel he had ever experienced. There were beautiful gar-
dens, no beggars and no trash. However, just over the wall near the
Sheraton was total poverty. The city now has high rises and condos.
There was an embassy row with French architecture. It is a socialist/
communist community. He shared interesting pictures of linemen
loops, cyclers, intersections with no traffic lights, etc.

Dean discussed his visit to the Hao Lo Prison (Hanoi Hilton) which
was built for political prisoners. He shared several pictures of the

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 10 Dennis Rittenmeyer, Regional Bus Trans.
February 17 Amanda Maynard, Challenger Center
February 24 Career Builder, Personalized Hiring Program
March 3
March 10 Club Assembly

Rotary Attendance February 3, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, James Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Howard Cohen,
Duane Dedelow, Hans Enderlin, Cristina Figueroa, Michelle Golden, Mary Kaczka,

Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda
Randolph, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein and Lisa Woodruff. Make Up: Clyde Rector. Guest:

Stephen Smith (Kaczka).
Visitor: Judge James Richards. Speaker: Dr. Dean Larson, Purdue Calumet

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 27




