February 26, 2002                  


 Only 15 Days ‘til Spring! 
THE CALENDAR

Mar 5
     ------
Club Assembly

Mar 12
Jeff Oesterle
Grand Calumet Task Force, Lisa Tokarz Guetierrez

Mar 19
Lisa Wein
Haven House

Mar 26
Jim Lopatkiewicz
Classification Talk

THE MEETING

We once again welcomed Morton High School Senior Valedictorian Alexis Vargas and Salutatorian Vince Hausman along with Morton Counselor Jan Gerovac.   Hans Enderlin brought Terry O’Neill from The Times.  And, as always, we were glad to have Visiting Rotarian Milford Christenson (Highland) dine with us.  Too, President Knarr welcomed back Jim McHie, Carol Greene, Jim Lopatkiewicz and Terry McCullough.  Sam Sax had planned to join us but reconsidered given the snowy conditions.  

Jim Prisby introduced our newest member Jeff Monberg, an attorney with Locke Reynolds Galvin.  Jeff has an undergraduate degree from ND but the degree that pays the bills is from IU.  Welcome, Jeff!

Due to time restraints Extractors Stevens & Bonaventura were benched last week by President Knarr but George said it would cost her … Kay Dell’s fine to be extracted this week along with a Presidential- mandated extraction from Jim Prisby for his derogatory remarks about IU.

Kay Dell won the 50/50 but not the jackpot.  Fourteen cards remain along with a big, huge $678 jackpot.

Kevin McCarthy reported that the Foundation has benefited to the tune of $5,500.  Excellent.

Morton High Valedictorian Alexis Vargas and Salutatorian Vince Hausman both gave talks.  Alexis has been active in Soccer as the team’s Co-captain, basketball, Spanish Club and Health Careers and the National Honor Society.  She’ll be heading into pre-med.  Vince has kept busy participating in the Science Olympiad, Fine Arts Club and Mock Trial Competition.  He’s headed for pre-med, business or barristering – who ever and where ever makes him the best deal.  We wish both of these fine young people the best.

Insurance Fraud -- the Victimless Crime?  Don’t bet on it!

Although fellow Rotarian Jim McNabney has been retired for four years, three months, he’s still very much up on the $120 billion/year insurance fraud problem.  Insurance fraud is hardly a petty crime.  It costs each and every family an extra $200 in premium costs each year!  Whenever someone profits from a claim, a crime has been committed.  Padding a claim is committing a crime.  Curiously, the public has become increasing tolerant of insurance fraud.  Apparently we mistakenly think the insurance companies don’t pass the losses along to us.  There is professional fraud where folks deliberately get into accidents, stage accidents, make claims for accidents that never happened and/or commit arson, for example.  Then there’s amateur fraud such as padding a claim or misrepresenting the facts -- like where one lives or who drives the car.  Either way, it’s not a victimless crime.  We pay and pay and pay.  Both Congress and the insurance industry have taken steps to stem the flow of fraud but realistically until we, the public, understand the financial consequences and say, ‘enough is enough,’ insurance fraud will continue to flourish.  And we’ll continue to pay and pay and pay.  What can you do to keep more money in your pocket?  Get involved.  Call 1-800-TEL-NICB (the National Insurance Crime Bureau Hotline) if you suspect insurance fraud.  Lobby Congress to get tough on insurance fraud.  Tell your neighbors.

Disclaimer: Any reference to unscrupulous, opportunistic lawyers did not necessarily pertain to anyone in last week’s audience.  JM

Follow Up/Corrections

Terry McCullough reported Fran is home and improving but it’s just going to be a long recovery period.
Wayne Duncanson noted that he’s the Assistant Fire Chief … not the Deputy Fire Chief.

Henry & Helen Rae Rosevear are still in Michigan City but hope to return to their home in Munster soon.  Please continue to send any correspondence to their Munster address.

THE BOTTOM LINE:  32 Regulars, 1 SAE, 1 Visiting Rotarian, 2 Student Guests, 2 Guests
 38 Total

