
year ago from Joplin, MO.  The two Hammond Rotarians then 
proceeded to list some of the impressive accomplishments of 
SMH which is run by the Sisters of St. Francis Health Services 
and has 840 beds in 2 facilities 7 miles apart in Hammond and 
Dyer.  SMH has recently been lauded for being among the top 
10% in the nation for cardiac surgery, top 5% for pulmonary 
care, and top 5% in women’s health services.  It has also been 
chosen to partner with the Chicago Rehabilitation Institute 
which is the #1 rehab facility in the world.  It also has the most 
advanced da Vinci (robotic surgery) system in NWI, is the 
region’s only accredited Chest Pain Center, houses the Midwest 
Bariatric Institute for weight loss, and offers NWI’s only 
hospital-based clinic on gynecological oncology.  SMH also 
employs an orthopedic trauma specialist and a dedicated breast 
radiologist.  SMH also provides:  numerous associated specialty 
clinics, a joint replacement center, NWI’s only two-person 
hyperbaric chamber, a newborn ICU, university-level radiation 
oncology services, and the Anti-Coagulation/Coumadin Clinic.  
The hospital has also received the National Medal of Honor 
from the US Dept of Health and Human Services and is very 
active in the Respect Life movement.  SMH also provides 
significant social services to the community through the 
Catherine McAuley Clinic for the working poor and uninsured, 
the St. Monica Home for unwed teenage mothers, and the St. 
Francis Center for abused children whose average stay is 400 
days with a very low recidivism rate.  Finally SMH provides 
$75 million per year in unsupported health care costs (not 
revenues) with $30 million being provided for free care and 
another $30 million for unsubsidized Medicaid cases. 

Thank you to Jim Prisby for providing the meeting notes,  and 
Jim McNabney for the attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
FEBRUARY 23, 2010 

 
 
In honor of the Olympics, President Judy Walker led the 
members in The Star Spangled Banner.   Tom White led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, and Bill Robinson offered another 
thoughtful prayer.   Guests present were Stan Hess from Hess 
Realty and Tammy Reese, Administrative Assistant from St. 
Margaret Hospital. 
 
President Judy showed newspaper photographs of Linda 
Randolph talking about GSE and Lisa Woodruff, Executive 
Director of the Carnegie Arts Center in East Chicago.  Nancy 
Machnikowski announced that:  1) the Club is donating a book to 
Lafayette School; 2) three students have been selected for RYLA; 
3) a Book Fair this weekend at the Regional Federal Credit Union 
will benefit Hammond Reads; and 4) she and her husband will be 
participating this weekend in the Indiana Challenge for Ballroom 
Dancing.  Rocharda Moore-Morris announced that high schools 
from Hammond, Highland and Merrillville have already signed 
up for the World Affairs Conference on March 16th and that the 
GSE Committee is busy preparing for the inbound team from 
South Korea.  Hans Enderlin suggested that every Rotarian bring 
5 cans of food (or a cash donation) to the World Affairs 
Conference since the theme is World Hunger.  Lisa Woodruff 
announced that she is joining 36 other performers from the 
Genesius Guild of the First United Methodist Church for the next 
3 weekends for the theatrical production of “Follies”, and Lisa 
will be singing and tap dancing.  Cal Bellamy reminded everyone 
that next week is the deadline for nominations for the Robert 
Heinze Award.  President Judy announced that today was the 
105th birthday of Rotary, and the Club sung Happy Birthday. 
 
Extractor Bassam Abdallah successfully stumped everyone with 
questions about famous people who died in plane crashes.  Happy 
bucks were given by Hans Enderlin for his brother’s 73rd 
birthday, Jeff Oesterle for his daughter Lauren being accepted in 
IU’s French Honors Program, Jim McNabney for the US leading 
in the Olympic medal race, Bill Robinson for his younger 
daughter being in Berlin, and Jim Prisby for his son coming home 
from Hawaii for a 3 week visit. 
 
Chuck Sanger then ran the current events challenge game with 
Nancy Machnikowski successfully answering a Rotary question 
and then pulling the eight of hearts out of 52 cards.  Nancy then 
donated her $10 prize to the water project. 
 
Jim McNabney then introduced Tom Gryzbek, a 36 year 
employee and current CEO of St. Margaret Hospital who in turn 
introduced President John Mentgen who came to SMH less than a 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
March 2 Cristina Figueroa, Realities of Credit 
March 9 Club Assembly 
March 16 World Affairs Conference, PUC Hall 
March 23 Bishop Noll Emporium, Diane Arias 
March 30 Fire Safety, Chuck Pintar 

Rotary Attendance February 23, 2010 
 

Bassam Abdallah, Diane Arias, Cal Bellamy, J Calaway, Hans Enderlin, Cristi Figueroa, Tom Gryzbek, 
Michelle Golden,  Nancy Machnikowski,  James McNabney,  John Mentgen,  Rocharda Moore Morris, 

Jeff Oesterle, Charles Pintar, James Prisby, William Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein, 
Thomas White and Lisa Woodruff.  Guests: Stan Hess (McNabney), Tammy Reese (Gryzbek). 

Make Ups: Clyde Rector, Jim Prisby (1) Speakers: Tom Gryzbek & John Mentgen -St Margaret Mercy  
 

       TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 24 




