February 19, 2002                   
    ROTARY WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH 
THE CALENDAR

Feb 26
Jim McNabney
Insurance Fraud

Mar 5

Club Assembly

Mar 12
Jeff Oesterle
Grand Calumet Task Force, Lisa Tokarz Guetierrez

Mar 19
Lisa Wein
Haven House

THE MEETING

We welcomed Morton High School Principal Theresa Mayerik along with Senior Valedictorian Alexis Vargas and Salutatorian Vince Hausman.  Kay Dell Knarr’s guest speaker was Kimberly Smith.

Harry Smiddy formally introduced new member Chuck Pintar from the Mercantile National Bank.

A hearty thanks went to Hans Enderlin for raising nearly $1,000 for Rotary through his Valentine Day Dinner at Ludwig’s Club Café.  A similar dinner/fund raiser is being planned for St. Patrick’s Day.

Extractors Stevens & Bonaventura got $10 from Harry Smiddy for his birthday -- we wish you many more $10 dunnings, Harry! And a $ from Bud Baker and everyone at his table for missing a trick question.

Deputy Fire Chief Wayne Duncanson won the 50/50 but missed the record jackpot.  Remember, if you don’t pay …er play, you can’t win.

THE PROGRAM

Kay Dell’s speaker was Kim Smith, the Program Director for Parents As Teachers (PAT).  PAT is a free and voluntary organization whose purpose is to support all parents with newborns to three years old.  Founded over 20 years ago, PAT now boasts 200 sites nationally, 21 of which are in Indiana.  The organization came to be because parents today often don’t have the support network of the “old days” due to two income families, single parent families, distant relatives, etc.  The first three years for kids are all-critical.  It’s when 80% of the brain’s growth takes place and when children develop their major abilities!  Parental involvement from day one is key for the child’s life-long success.  PAT’s #1 priority is education for the toddlers; a close #2 priority is educational meetings for parents.  After three years, the program dovetails with various Head Start and other Title 1 programs as deemed necessary.  If you know of someone who might benefit from PAT or want additional information, visit PAT’s web site at www.patnc.org   

Editorial from the Editor: I applaud PAT’s critical endeavors.  As a Hammond employer who was frustrated with all too many entry-level employees who couldn’t read, write, speak grammatically proper English or do math very well, I took it upon myself to become a business partner with a Hammond school (Kenwood Elementary) to see what was failing.  I found the school’s facilities to be fine.  Much to my surprise I found the teachers to be extraordinarily dedicated.  I found visionary administrators -- although perhaps unduly influenced by the governments’ liberal largesse.  What I didn’t find were parents.  Overwhelmingly parents were not involved with the school despite ample opportunities.  I can only assume these same parents were not especially involved with their kids educationally either.  And, in fact, on more than one occasion I was told, “I pay taxes for the school to teach my kids.  It’s their job!”  Maybe 10% true.  But it’s the parents.  Parents are 90% responsible for their kids’ comprehensive education.  Not the village!  Pass it on.

--- Special thanks to Jeff Oesterle for taking notes for me at last week’s meeting.---

Follow Up

Please check the printed information in the Transmission to ensure its accuracy.  Give any changes or corrections to Bob Evans.  The printed form will be reprinted in a few weeks.

The Transmission is now available on-line at www.hammondrotary.org   Even if you are not interested in reading the Transmission on-line, visit the site anyway.  A wealth of Rotary information can be found.  

~~~~~~~

THE BOTTOM LINE: 27 Regular Actives, 3 Senior Active Excuseds, 3 Guests, 1 Speaker 
 34 Total

