
One of the major concerns is healthcare costs and policy. Visclosky stressed that
“we need to make changes to healthcare. We need to ensure that everyone in our
society has basic protection for themselves and their families.” Another concern is
price and wage controls. He feels that our energy problems can be solved. It is a
technical problem and we need to apply ourselves. We need to be focused in regard
to conservation. Research and application is important.

There must be more economic opportunities. Our goal is to solve problems and
employ as many people as possible. He praised the fact that places like Purdue are
doing a lot in regard to research.

During the question and answer period Judy Perkinson expressed her concern re-
garding the fact that women owned businesses have less that 1% of the Defense
Department’s contracts. Congressman Visclosky admitted that there needed to be
more monitoring. This is a constitutional responsibility. The Defense Committee
recently had a meeting where they discussed the need to overlook the spending of
defense money. There has been collectively no control over money being spent.
Quite a bit of defense money has been spent on consultants. Ms. Perkinson indicated
that there has been very little progress in the last 15 years.

Visclosky admitted that too much money is being spent on “frills” (bonuses, high
salaries, etc.). We need to look at what makes sense regarding regulations and there
should be some sense of proportionate spending.

The Congressman then shared that he thought that Iran was the country that was the
greatest danger. Nuclear weapons are under his committee’s influence. Multiple
agencies are looking at nuclear weapons concerns. The administration needs to
proceed on a nonpolitical course and take a look at how we use arms to defend our-
selves. He shared that half of the money earmarked for energy is actually spent on
nuclear weapons! Congressman Visclosky sits on both the Energy and Defense
Committees.

Another question focused on the “difference between pork and earmarks.” Vis-
closky’s response was that “Earmarks are for Indiana’s 1st Congressional District,
and the pork is in the eye of the beholder.”

In closing he stated that projects such as the Technology Center in Merrillville, the
Little Calumet River levee project and new rail cars for the South Shore were ear-
marks in legislation. He reminded us that there are a lot of things going on and he
truly wants to hear from us. He expressed thanks to the Hammond Rotary for the
great work that is being done.

From The Publisher….Thank you to Rocharda Moore and Linda Randolph for pro-
viding the meeting notes, and Jim McNabney for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

FEBRUARY 10, 2009

Judith Walker called the meeting to order at 12:20 pm and led the group in the singing
of “My Country Tis of Thee”. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Michael Suggs
and the prayer was given by Rev. Abdallah. The Four-Way Test was recited and sung
by the members present.

GUESTS

Dr. Robert Rivers, Dean of Education at Purdue University Calumet (Linda Randolph)
Judith Perkinson, Calumet Group (Mary Kaczka)
LuAnn Franklin, TIMES Newspaper (James McNabney)
Amanda Maynard, Challenger Center (Chuck Sanger)
Marty Hollingstead, Northwest Auto (Chuck Pintar)
Bob Goldsmith, Mark’s Dad (Mark Goldsmith)
Mark Lopez, Assistant to Congressman Visclosky
Eddie Melton, Community Initiative Officer for the Legacy Foundation
Judge James Richards

VISITING ROTARIAN

Don Parker, Gary Rotary Past President

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mary Kaczka informed the club that we will be hosting the team from Turkey for one
day in April. They will plan to tour Purdue University Calumet, The Challenger
Center and other interesting sites.

SPEAKER

Our president, Judith Walker, introduced Congressman Pete Visclosky. He was re-
ceived graciously and as he took his place at the podium he stated with a smile, “You
shouldn’t clap until you hear what I have to say!” He indicated that he was thankful
for the opportunity to speak to the Hammond Rotary Club. He invited us to attend a
Black History Month program at the Reed Temple Church in Griffith on February
18th. They would be honoring the first African American female clerk in the House
of Representatives. The Congressman acknowledged the fact that we are in the midst
of a very difficult time—the war in Iraq, increase in gasoline prices, environmental
problems, healthcare, and the concerns of failing businesses. He talked about the fact
that we are facing “economically painful times.” He stated that economic times are
so difficult now “that we forget that we are at war in Iraq.”

Congressman Visclosky indicated that there is a lot of focus on President Obama’s
Stimulus Package. He believes that between now and the end of the year we will
make some progress but all of our problems will not be solved. He is encouraged by
the fact that there is a level of engagement that he has not seen in a long time. He
reminded us that he was concerned about the tax cuts in 2001 and we ended up with
big problems. He voted against the previous bailout plan that gave billions of dollars
to banks and others on Wall Street because the money was going to people he consid-
ered to be thieves! The Congressman recognizes that the Stimulus Package is not
perfect. He indicated that he did make suggestions for a number of changes. He
acknowledged the fact that 535 people in Congress plus those in the administration all
had their own ideas. He stressed the fact that leaders will need to make sure that the
dollars are spent wisely.

Looking ahead, Congressman Visclosky indicated that when he returns to Congress
next week they will need to address the fiscal bills that should have been dealt with
last fall. He stated that they needed to get back on schedule with the business at hand.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 24 Career Builder, Personalized Hiring Program
March 3 Amanda Maynard, Challenger Center
March 10 Club Assembly
March 17 World Affairs Conf., PUC
March 24

Rotary Attendance February 17, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Bud Baker, Cal Bellamy, Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Duane Dedelow, Hans
Enderlin,Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Dennis Gray, Mary Kaczka, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Kevin McCarthy, Mark
McLaughlin, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Linda Randolph, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher,

Harry Smiddy, Michael Suggs, Judith Walker, Lisa Wein, Lisa Woodruff. Member’s Guests: Bob Goldsmith (M. Goldsmith), Judith
Perkinson (Kaczka), Eddie Melton (Machnikowski), Marty Hollingshead (Pintar),, Bob Rivers (Randolph), Armanda Maynard
(Sanger). Make Ups: Clyde Rector. Visiting Rotarians: Don Parker (Gary), Visitors: Judge James Richards, Mark Lopez

Guests of Club: Lu Ann Franklin (“The Times” Reporter)
Speaker: Congressman Peter Visclosky, U.S. House of Representatives

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 41




