
and the theatre is enjoyed by many residents of the 
local area, suburban Illinois as well as residents of 
areas such as Valparaiso, Michigan City and other 
communities. 
 
Jeff was excited about the fact that the number of 
season ticket holders has doubled.  He shared 
information regarding upcoming productions.  The 
theatre has hosted dance companies on the weekends.  
Jeff is hoping to create several partnerships. 
Towle Theatre has begun an Education Initiative under 
the leadership of Shelley Crosby, former artistic 
director for American Girl.  Shelley is a graduate of 
Morton High School.  She came on board last year and 
is promoting literacy and nutrition.  Towle partners 
with 6 schools in a Readers’ Theatre program.   
 
The Lafayette School in Hammond participates in a 
Breakfast & Books program on Saturday mornings.  
Thirty students participate in this program.  The Towle 
Thetre partners with the Hammond Library, Strack & 
Van Til’s, and the Northwest Indiana Food Bank.  
After breakfast, Towle volunteers and staff read with 
and to the children.  There is a focus on good nutrition 
and literacy.  This program was initiated on February 
13th.  After 6 weeks, it will be reviewed.   

Thank you to Linda Randolph for providing the 
meeting notes,  and Jim McNabney for the attendance 
figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
FEBRUARY 16, 2010 

 
 
The Rotary Club Members sang America the Beautiful.  
Mark Goldsmith led the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
prayer was offered by Rev. James Calaway.  Our visitor, 
Clyde Franklin, was the guest of Duane Dedelow.  
Nancy Machnikowski made a donation on behalf of her 
grandson.  Cal Bellamy shared information regarding 
the Robert V. Heinze Vocational Service Award.  This 
award is given to a Hammond business, professional, or 
community leader whose career has reflected high 
professional and ethical standards.  He or she need not 
be a Rotarian.  The individual must live or work in 
Hammond. 
 
Jim McNabney circulated copies of the program 
schedule.  He encouraged members to identify guest 
speakers or consider making a presentation.  Members  
who have not shared  regarding their classification were 
encouraged to do so. 
Extractions were led by Bassam Abdallah with the 
assistance of Lisa Woodruff.   
 
It was announced that the radio phonathon for Haven 
House was very successful.  They received $17,000.00 
worth of pledges.  Excitement was expressed for the 
success of the US in the Olympics.    Mark Goldsmith 
announced that his daughter signed to run track for 
Northwestern.  Harry Smiddy celebrated his 86th 
birthday this week! 
 
Bassam Abdallah was the winner of our current events 
challenge game.  He made a donation to the water 
project.  He won 2 tickets to the Towle Theatre musical 
entitled “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee”. 
 
Mary Kaczka introduced the guest speaker, Jeff Casey.  
He is the director of the Towle Theatre in Hammond.  
Jeff is from Elkhart.  He has been involved in 
community theatre in the Region for a long time.  Jeff 
acknowledged the fact that former Mayor Dedelow 
spearheaded the Towle Theatre.  It is located in 
downtown Hammond and has been a vital part of the 
revitalization project.  The cost of tickets is reasonable 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
February 23 Community Outreach, Tom Gryzbek 
March 2 Cristina, Realities of Credit 
March 9 Club Assembly 
March 16 World Affairs Conference, PUC Hall 
March 23 Bishop Noll Emporium, Diane Arias 

Rotary Attendance February 9, 2010 
 

Bassam Abdallah, , Diane Arias, Bud Baker, Cal Bellamy, J Calaway, Duane Dedelow, Hans Enderlin, Cristina 
Figueroa, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, N. Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore 

Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Linda Randolph, Bill Robinson, Chuck Sanger,  
             Harry Smiddy, Judy Walker, Lisa Woodruff.  Guests: Clyde Pranklin (Dedelow) 

 Make Ups: Clyde Rector, Linda Randolph (2), Bill Robinson (1 ) Speaker:  Jeff Casey, Towle Theater 
 

       TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 25 




