ROTARY World Understanding Month 

Feb 23  
   Rotary 100th Anniversary/Radisson—Merrillville 5:00-7:00 p.m.



March 1
   Morton Marcus—Vision of Northwest Indiana



March 8
   Mike Flannery—Purdue Tourism Rest. & Hotel Institutional Situation Analysis



March 15
   Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys—Michelle Golden

The Meeting-February 15, 2005

Because of a very full agenda, lunch was cut short.  We welcomed our favorite Visiting Rotarian, Milford Christenson (Griffith Club) along with Dave Shafer (Munster Club).  Too, we welcomed Kathy Forslund's guests from Bank One including Val Bochert, Suzy LaBarge and Debra Woodard, and her guest speaker Brian Cretton.

-------------------------

Jim McNabney, our featured speaker, spoke about the book he's just finished authoring, "Born in Brotherhood."  No, the book is not about outlaw bikers.  Rather Jim has carefully researched the history of the crucial roles that Masons played in laying the often brilliant social, economic and political foundations for America.

Incidentally, Munster Rotarian Dave Shafer's visit last week was no coincidence.  Dave is the person who gave Jim a book on the Mason's over fifteen years ago.  That book sparked Jim's intense interest in the key roles Masons played in America's earliest history.

Jim has several purposes in writing "Born in Brotherhood.  He comments, "I wanted my book to make history live; to answer some questions in our history; to reveal the tenets, character and rites of Masonry; and to correlate these principles into our American government and Constitution.  Our "American Way" may have been derived from Masonry--an organization that is anti-tyrannical in every sense of the word.  It was the Rotary Club of its day—'Service above self!'

What does Masonry stand for anyway?  High integrity, election of heads of state, investment of power in the office and not the person, balance of power, among other lofty ideals.  Masonry means to "unite."  Unite people of different origin, ethnicity, race and religion.  Indeed the United States means more than an amalgamation of physical properties.  It's a unification of people.  This unification is made possible through freedom of speech, another key tenet of Masonry.

Indeed, it's easy to see how Masonry influenced the Constitution of the United States with concepts of freedom, democracy, terms of office and "checks and balances."  Jim but scratched the surface of his 52 chapter book and the fundamental ideals of Masonry.  He's invited to speak further about our founding principles, principles that way, way too many of us seem to have dangerously forgotten.

----------------

Kathy Forslund's guest, Brian Cretton from ADP, made a commercial presentation for ADP payroll services.  If you'd like to speak with him about payroll services, he may be reached at 312-935-7152.

A board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 1.

Bottom Line for February 15—21 Rotarians, 3 Actives/Attendance Excused, 2 Visiting Rotarians: Dave Schaffer

(Munster); Milford Christenson (Griffith); 3 Guests of Kathy Forslund (Debra Woodard/Harrison Park Branch,

Suzy LaBarge/Hammond North Branch, Valerie Borchert/Main Office Merrillville); 1 Speaker: Brian Cretton of

ADP, Chicago, TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 30    

