February 12, 2002                   
    ROTARY WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH 
THE CALENDAR

Feb 19
Kay Dell Knarr
Parents as Teachers

Feb 26
Jim McNabney
Insurance Fraud

Mar 5

Club Assembly

Mar 12
Jeff Oesterle
Grand Calumet Task Force, Lisa Tokarz Guetierrez

We extend our condolences to Richard Gardner and his family on the recent passing of his mother, Wanda Gardner.

THE MEETING

We welcomed Visiting Rotarian Dr. Ranjan Kini (Schererville) who serves on the District Foundation Scholarship Committee and arranged for our speaker, Morton Marcus.  Bruce Lindner’s guest was Jody McDonald.  And Nancy Johnson (Valparaiso) from the Legacy Foundation also joined us to meet with the Board.  

Additionally we were very pleased to induct and welcome three new members.  Nancy Machnikowski introduced us to Robin Freeland, the Executive Director for the Hammond Boy’s & Girl’s Club.  Kay Dell introduced Wayne Duncanson, the Deputy Fire Chief, Hammond Fire Department along with Judy Walker, the CEO of the Northwest Indiana Symphony.  Welcome to the Rotary Club of Hammond!

Happy Bucks: Bud Baker for the recent birth of his great, great grandson!  Kay Dell for Morton Marcus and her son’s birthday.  And Jim Prisby to honor the women at Notre Dame.   ###   Phylis Mamula won the 50/50 again but left a record $641 in the jackpot and 16 cards in the deck.

Jim Prisby presented us with an updated list of companies to solicit for new members.  Of course, new members need not be limited to this list.  Be sure to pick up a list at a meeting.  Remember, if you haven’t asked someone to be a new member in the past year, you are the weakest link!

Not only is Professor Robinson an accomplished orator, debater, emcee, educator, organizer, administrator, occasional back up chaplain and cookie salesman, he can fix PA systems … a veritable Renaissance man.

“Occasion Booklets” are for sale for $2.  Every booklet sold is a $ for Rotary.  You may sell them or give them as gifts.  See Nancy Machnikowski or Robin Freeland to load up.

We closed the meeting by signing the IU Fight Song (you had to be there) and “You Are My Sunshine, Our Rotary Sunshine” for Robin, Judy and Wayne, our newest members.

Marcus Believes He Sees NW Indiana’s Enemy.  

It’s Us!

IU’s Indiana Business Research Center Executive Director/Economist Morton Marcus does not believe the problem with NW Indiana is foreign competition, labor, race or taxes.  Rather he believes the underlying problem lays with the business, political, institutional and social leadership of NW Indiana.  From his perspective we need:

1.
A new vision of NW Indiana:  We’re neither a stepchild of Chicago nor Indianapolis.  We’re our own entity.  We need to rethink (out of the box) how we use our resources -- most notably how to make the highest and best economic and social use of our lake front properties.  

2.
New or re-organization of the political structure:  We have more individual governments in NW Indiana than in any other three counties in Indiana.  We have 11 school corps.  Why not combine all of these resources?

3.
A comprehensive information system: since we have relatively little geo-demographical information for this area and population, it’s difficult to impossible to make the best decisions.

4.
A locally focused communication system: we have two fine newspapers but dozens of local editions within those papers. We have neither unifying TV nor radio stations to speak of. (Rebuttal Mr. Stevens/Bonaventura?)

5.
Locally focused education: We need more focus on the benefits and possibilities in NW Indiana in our schools.  Too many bright minds leave the area after receiving their degrees.

Agree with him or not, Mr. Marcus does present some intriguing, provocative ideas.  Maybe even in the right direction.

Follow Up

· Correction: Dennis Gray’s phone number is 838-7039.  It’s incorrectly printed in the Transmission.

· The Transmission is now available on-line at www.hammondrotary.org

~~~~~~~

THE BOTTOM LINE: 35 Regular Actives,  1 SAE,  1 Visiting Rotarian,  3 Guests   


 40 Total

