
plicating the issue and dividing North Lake County and South
Lake County.

Dennis distributed an outline of the current budgets for all
systems. It showed the total cost to operate all systems was
about $14,186,388. With the current tax issue Gary transpor-
tation will loose one-half of its’ Budget. The City of East
Chicago has asked the Authority for $1,000,000.00 which the
agency was not able to accommodate because they are not
able to fund operating support. The City of Hammond has
voted to eliminate its’ service as of June 2009. On demand
service had already been eliminated.

He informed the group that if there is no solution to this prob-
lem the Agency is out of business. He indicated that there are
two options which could prevent this from happening; the
food and beverage tax or the local income tax.

Dennis admitted that the service is not good, there is some-
times a one or two hour wait if you miss a bus. There is not
enough money in the system to improve the routes. There
was an attempt to craft a general “Statement of Shared Goal”
between the Regional Bus Authority and the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District. This did not take place and
it has been a set back for moving the agenda forward.

Congressman Visclosky will be at the next meeting.

From The Publisher….Thank you to Rocharda Moore and
Linda Randolph for providing the meeting notes, and Jim
McNabney for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

FEBRUARY 10, 2009

Judith Walker called the meeting to order and lead the group in
“My Country Tis of Thee”. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead
by Andy Brennan. The Prayer was lead by Rev. Abdallah.

GUEST

Nancy Johnson, Director of the Legacy Foundation and
Ed Melton, Community Initiative Officer, for the Legacy
Foundation.
Judge Richards

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mary Kaczka updated everyone on the up coming educational
visit from Turkey students in May.
Crownpoint will be the host club and they are looking for sug-
gestions from surrounding clubs
on activities that can be undertaken by their groups. She also
updated the group on the up coming fall educational tour to
South Korea.

Rocharda Moore Morris, updated the group on the upcoming
“World Affairs Conference” in March. She indicated that
there has been positive contact from the Hammond Superinten-
dent for the four high schools attending, Whiting High School,
East Chicago Central High School. Contact has been made to
Bishop Noll but a final response has not been received. Infor-
mation has been provided to surrounding Rotary’s so that of
school corporations can be involved.

SPEAKER

Hans Enderlin introduced the speaker for the afternoon, Dennis
Rittenmeyer President of Calumet College. In addition to
serving as president of the college, he serves as the Chairman
Regional Bus Authority.

Dennis indicated that he hopes that he can return to the club to
talk about the wonderful initiatives that are happening at his
college in the future. But today he is here to talk about the
Regional Bus Authority. He indicated that the issue unfortu-
nately has been centered around race and money. This is com-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 17 Pete Visclosky, Congressional Update
February 24 Career Builder, Personalized Hiring Program
March 3 Amanda Maynard, Challenger Center
March 10 Club Assembly
March 17 World Affairs Conf., PUC

Rotary Attendance February 10, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Andy Brennan, Duane Dedelow, Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith,
Mary Kaczka, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Jim Prisby,
Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker, Tom White and Lisa Woodruff. Make Up: Clyde Rector.

Guest: Eddie Melton (Machnikowski)
Visitor: Judge James Richards. Speaker: Dr. Dennis Rittenmeyer, Pres. Calumet College

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 21




