Rotary World Understanding Month

Upcoming Schedule


2/17/04 TBA


2/24/04   A Vision for the Region- Mary Kaczka & Richard Markwart
The Meeting-February 10, 2004
President Brennan led the Club in the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of “America the Beautiful”.  Jim Etter led us in prayer.  Terry McCullough introduced his wife Fran to the group, and Bruce Lindner introduced Kathy Forsland.
President Brennan won the first of a new round of raffles, but not what would have been a meager grand prize.

Tom White conducted a spirited round of extractions.  Jim Etter was saluted on the occasion of his fiftieth wedding anniversary, and then he was required to pay for the salute because his picture had made the paper.  Other bits of money costing miscellany included the fact that Yuma, AZ is our sunniest city; Tuesdays are the most productive day and the fact that toilets last fifty years.
Our Hammond High School students, Lauren Jones and Ryan Gawron, concluded their time with us by telling us a little bit about themselves.  They were justifiably proud of their academic and extracurricular achievements.  Lauren is active in Honor Society, the school paper, and basketball.  Ryan is in the Honor Society, the foreign language group, and in a group developing robotic devices.

Tim Anderson introduced our guest speaker, Don Parker from the Gary Post Tribune.
Don is the paper’s education coordinator, but he also works as liaison to a variety of community organizations.  It was because of work in that role that he came to talk to us about the Northern Indiana Arts Association and more particularly theater arts.

The NIAA is an umbrella organization serving Lake, Porter and La Porte counties.
Mr. Parker said that there are 15-20 active community theater groups in the region. Hammond has four, three of which are headquartered in the Towle Community Theater space.  The Towle Theater’s arrangement, if not unique, is very rare.

 Mr. Parker mentioned the premise of the book Rise of the Creative Class by Richard Florida--namely that a vibrant art community aids in attracting  upscale residents to an area, which in turn creates a number of positive factors for business growth and development.

Mr. Parker also saluted the Genesius Guild which has been presenting plays in the Methodist Church for over forty years.

Besides highlighting the activities of various groups, Mr. Parker encouraged us to attend their presentations and contribute dollars whenever possible.  
----------------------

The bottom line for February 10- 31 Rotarians, 1 Actives/Attendance Excused, 
4 guests, 1 speaker - 37 total
