


“Sow the Seeds of Love”
Dec 10
Bud Baker
Dr. Morantz, “Stress in Your Lifestyle”

Dec 12

Pre-induction Luncheon

Dec 17
Club
St. Joseph’s Home Christmas Party

Dec 24

No Meeting Today.  Happy Holidays!

Dec 31




No Meeting Today.  Happy New Year!

Pearl Harbor Day---December 6, 2002 

As we’ve done every year for 30 years, we gathered to honor the survivors and spouses of the Pearl Harbor attack.  This luncheon was conceived and first organized by Mike Nau.  Mike has since passed away, but we still recognize him for his endearing vision.  Helping Hammond Rotary to sponsor this event is the Northwest Indiana Navy League and the Northwest Indiana Forum.

Returning again this year, Dean Hunter blew taps on his trumpet for the Bell Ceremony to remember those Pearl Harbor military personnel who died on December 7, 1941 and since.  Too, Evelyn Lisak led us ounce again in singing the National Anthem.

Each of the survivors and/or the survivor’s spouse introduced themselves.  Some who were at Pearl Harbor recalled chilling stories of where they were that fateful morning 61 years ago.

Captain Bruce Kohl from the United States Navy spoke to us.  Among Captain Kohl’s many excellent and sobering points, he reminded us that in the wake of American involvement remain free people.  And this dramatic accomplishment from a relatively young country.  He reminded us that freedom and continuing freedom comes at a tremendous cost.  Vigilance is key in times of war but especially in times of peace.  While it’s proper to remember the Pearl Harbor Service Personnel -- living and passed on -- with stories, plaques and memorials, the greatest tribute to them is to be ready and to be prepared to fight to defend freedom.  Being ready, willing and able to fight is what we can offer our Veterans.  Indeed, Captain Kohl observed that even as we enjoy a fine meal, young men and women in every branch of service stand ready on the water in the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Aden, on land in Afghanistan, in the air over Baghdad and even along our shores and on our own mainland, serving to protect us and our freedom on their watch.

Bill extended special thanks to Larry Meyers for organizing the program, Merrillville Rotarian Major General Dean Sangalis (Ret.) for lining up our speaker, our musicman Jim McNabney for his continuing fine performances and especially to Mike Nau who is still with us in spirit.

And last, but certainly not least, Bill Robinson richly deserves our thanks and gratitude for once again doing an especially stellar job of emceeing this year’s Pearl Harbor Day.

Follow Up

Dick Henry has sent a letter to those Rotarians that haven’t contributed to our Eradicate Polio campaign yet.  If you haven’t already contributed, please consider doing so to this very worthy campaign.

Jim Oesterle reminded us that he’s still accepting Group Study Exchange candidate applications until December 13.  This is a heck of a lifetime opportunity for the GSE members.

Bruce Lindner asked that if you’re bringing a guest(s) or a child(ren) to the St. Joseph’s Home Christmas Party on December 17, let him know so that he can order accordingly. 

Clyde Rector asks that if you’re going to donate to the CHRISTMAS CHEER FUND, please make your check out to the “Hammond Christmas Cheer Fund” and give it directly to Clyde. 

~~~~~~

Parting Thought … Life Is Uncertain ~ What's Important To You?

The Bottom Line: 28 Actives, 1 Active/Attendance Excused, 1 Visiting Rotarian, 15 Pearl Harbor Survivors Association Members/Widows, 39 Community Attendees, 1 Speaker



 85 Total

