                      Welcome Back and Happy New Year!
Jan 7
Jim Walsko
EMT Service, John Bojda

Jan 14
Jeff Oesterle
Lou Martinez, Executive Director, Lake County United Way

Jan 21
Terry McCullough
Tom Handy, Nazareth Home

Jan 28
TBA

The St. Joseph’s Home Party - December 17, 2002

Mayor Duane Dedelow kicked off the holiday party with his reading of Major Livingston’s Christmas classic, “’Twas the Night Before Christmas.”  No sooner had the Mayor delivered the last line than Santa, appearing from above, bellowed out, “Ho! Ho! Ho!”  Some of the younger boys were smiling with surprised joy.  Others were not quite sure what to make of this Santa Claus.  That is until Santa made his way down to hand out tins of goodies to all of the boys, some of whom were even taller than Santa.  But none more jolly!  As the boys received their goodies, Jim fired up the keyboards and Judy her wonderful voice.  We sang several Christmas songs, many on our Holiday Sing-A-Long list and several by request from the floor!  But before we moved into the dinning room for the luncheon feast, Steve treated us when he sat down at the piano and delighted us with some of his piano skills.

Joining us were our Honorary Rotarian Babe Sax, Karen Griffith, Jeff Oesterle’s wife, Teri, Steve Tinsley (Mary Kaczka), ‘01 Gavit guest student and now Annapolis Naval Academy Midshipman Anthony Doukas, along with Calumet College students Martha Espitia & Andy Marks, and last but not least, our favorite Visiting Rotarian Milford Christenson (Griffith).

After enjoying a kid-classic lunch of friend chicken, the boys opened up two electronic X-Box’s and games for the group to play.  From the smiles on their faces, I guess there are few boys who don’t appreciate these electronic diversions.

Several of us had the pleasure to dine and talk with Gregory.  Often I worry about talking down to these kids.  I mean, they’ve had some pretty tough breaks in life.  Well, I think Greg was talking down to us.  Not intentionally, of course.  His knowledge of varied and exotic foods was remarkable.  This kid has a lot on the ball and is going places.  He wants to enroll in Chicago Culinary School to become a chef.  I’ve no doubt that he’ll succeed.  Clearly St. Joseph’s Home is good for him.  

Too, as we sang carols in the Great Room, I looked about the room and couldn’t help but imagine a circumstance in which my two youngsters might find themselves in these boys’ shoes.  Or perhaps even me forty some years ago.  I was poignantly and emotionally reminded that we do, indeed, have much, much to be thankful for.

St. Joseph’s Home Managers Mary Mitchell and Robert Zamora both expressed their heart-felt appreciation and thanks for hosting the boys, as did several of the boys.

President Prisby relayed special thanks to organizers Bruce Lindner and Phylis Mamula, to Curt Vosti for his theatrics, to Jim McNabney for his world famous piano virtuosity, and to Judy Walker for her melodious voice and leading us in song.

Without a doubt, this annual holiday party surely is the most personally rewarding and fulfilling of all of the Hammond Rotary events.
~~~~~~

Parting Thought … “It’s great to be alive and helping others.”  Mended Hearts, Inc
The Bottom Line: 33 Actives, 4 Active/Active Excuseds, 1 Visiting Rotarian, 4 Guests, 1 Club Guest, 2 Student Guests, 26 guests from St. Joseph’s Home for Boys 


 70 Total

