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Christmas Party

Our Christmas party will begin at 11:30 am on Tuesday the 19th.  The party will be on the third floor of the Purdue Calumet Student Faculty Center. Members who plan to bring guests are asked to contact Hans.
 

Combined Meeting
Today the Hammond Rotary combined their meeting with the Gary, Griffith, Munster and Schererville Rotaries.


Speaker

Howard Cohen introduced our special speaker today: Governor Mitch Daniels.  

He is past president of Eli Lilly and Company's North American Pharmaceutical Operations and CEO of the Hudson Institute. Daniels created the public-private Indiana Economic Development Corporation (IEDC) and ordered it to act at the speed of business, not the speed of government, to attract new jobs.

He is the previous Chief of Staff to Senator Richard Lugar, Senior Advisor to President Ronald Reagan, and Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) under President George W. Bush. Governor Daniels created Indiana's first Office of Management and Budget to look for efficiencies and cost savings across state government.
Governor Daniels began by stressing his commitment to Northwest Indiana. It is in the best interest of every Hoosier that the strengths of NWI be maximized.  He sees NWI as an intermodal center.

He officially announced plans for the Illiana Expressway.  The new expressway will enable through traffic, keep economic development prospects high and our quality of life high.  Currently 28,000 trucks travel the Borman. He signed a joint agreement with Illinois to move the Illiana Expressway study forward. 

There is no money for the Illiana Expressway, so Governor Daniels is proposing a public/private partnership (P3).  It would be built with private capital, not with tax dollars. We would be required to pay tolls. It would get done quicker this way.  He will be asking for General Assembly approval during the next session. If the P3 approach is approved, he believes it would take 3 years for the study and then construction work can begin. 

He also spoke about the non-attainment status of NWI.  Our air quality has been within the federal limits for a long time, but our data is rolled into Chicago’s.  The Governor wants to free us from that limitation and will keep pushing for it.

Governor Daniels believes this part of the state is ready to make a comeback. It’s time for NWI to “break away” with a new attitude.  It’s time to try new things like financing for infrastructure. We can’t afford not to. 

He said that the real debate in our state is a conversation between doers and doubters, builders and bad mouthers. He’s looking for believers and builders and wants the entire state to move forward together.

The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events


December 12	Governor Mitch Daniels


December 19	Christmas Party


December 26	No Meeting


January 2		No Meeting


January 9		Ranjan Kini, The World is Flat


January 16	Dan Lowery, Hoosier Children








Meeting Notes from 


DECEMBER 12, 2006











Rotary Attendance for December 12, 2006


Actives: 29; Attendance Excused: 4; Visiting Rotarians: 2 from Gary, 1 from Griffith, 7 from Schererville, 13 from Munster: 23; Guests of Rotarians: Brenda Peterman (Hans Enderlin), Mike Suggs (Cal Bellamy), Chandler Cardenas (Michelle Golden), Ted Havens (Tom White), Mark McLaughlin (Kevin McCarthy), Matt Pierce (Mary Kaczka), Angela Ramsey, Fred Niedermeyer, plus 6 guests with Governor’s party: 13; Total 69











