August 30, 2005

Future Programs   

September 13  Rea Robinson

Alzheimer’s Association

September 20  Debbie White 

Cancer Resource Center, Community 







Hospital

September 27  John Wendel

District Governor--District 6540

Program--The Hammond Port Authority presented by Milan Kruszynski

Milan Kruszynski, the Director of the Hammond Port Authority, outlined 

what the port authority does.  It turns out that running an 1,100 slip

marina is just part of it.  Casino gambling at the port has displaced 200 slips due to the large size of the casino boat.  Milan is the landlord for one of the most profitable gambling ventures floating

around.  The boat attracts over 3,000,000 visitors per year due to its

close proximity to Chicago.  The Marina also has an office located in 

the building housing the ships store, and conference and meeting rooms.  

The Hammond Yacht Club is located in a separate building nearby.  The yacht club consists of members with boats and social members. 

The public is invited to certain events in the dining area, and the 

Room is available for rental during the off season to nonmembers.  The 

Marina also provides dry-dock facilities during the winter.  Milan indicated that the marina is 97% occupied by local boats, with 3% of slips kept for travelers.

The Hammond Port Authority has expanded it mission in recent times to

manage other properties associated with the City of Hammond.  The 

largest facility managed by the authority is Wolf Lake Park and the portion of the lake itself located within the city.  They have managed weed eradication programs for the lake, and will work with Army Corps of Engineers in upcoming dredging and shoreline stabilization projects. 

Close behind in terms of size is the Lost Marsh Adult and Youth Golf

Courses covering over 300 acres of land, and includes George Lake.  

They recently opened a fishing pier next to the wildlife sanctuary at the course.  Finally located next to the marina itself is the parcel the includes the Migrant Bird Trap and Sanctuary, and Hammond’s only public access beach for citizens.  The parcel containing the bird trap and beach is owned by the Hammond Parks Foundation and is managed by the port authority.

Have you renewed your sustaining donation to the Rotary Foundation??

A large portion of your donation pays for District 6540 programs.

