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50/50

Twenty cards are left and $435 is in the pot.  Bill Robinson won today’s raffle and chose a two of hearts.

Golf Outing

Jim Prisby sent photos around and said he would have the financial report as soon as Briar Ridge mails him the bill.

Speaker

Terry McCullough introduced today’s speakers from The Nazareth Home in East Chicago.  Sister Barb is the executive director, and Tom Handy is the fund developer.

The Nazareth Home began in 1993 by the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.  They found there was no place for medically compromised children in Lake County.  The sisters’ home takes care of infants and children up to age six.

The Nazareth Home works closely with the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). The children that come to them are taken away from their parents by the court.  They are mostly drug-addicted babies but can have other medical and physical challenges.

The children leave The Nazareth Home in one of three ways.  About half are reunited with their families.  The other half are adopted.  The third way is to age out of the program and that has never happened!

The Nazareth Home has an annual budget of $400,000 and most of the expenses are for staff.  Eleven people work there – both full and part time.  They have 40-50 regular volunteers that are called cuddlers.  The DCFS gives a stipend for each child they place with The Nazareth Home.

Their main fundraiser is an annual gala held each year to raise the remaining 20% of their expenses.  Last year the gala raised $100,000.  A generous donor underwrites the entire event; so all proceeds go directly to The Nazareth Home.  This year it will be held on Oct. 19th at the Hammond Federal Courthouse.  See Terry if you’d like more information. 

They have an endowment fund managed by the Legacy Foundation. It is currently at $1.9 million.

The facility is a regular 3-bedroom home on a normal street.  They don’t publish the address or phone number for the children’s protection.  About 98 children have been loved throughout their stay over the past 13 years.

A special “Life Book” is made for each child about his or her stay.  The staff writes a note about each day they are there.

They currently have six children living in the home.  They are Derek, 2; Joy, 8 mos.; Nathan, 6 mos.; Landen, 7 mos,; Tessa, 4 mos.; and Mr. T, 4 mos.

Two things continue to amaze Jim. You can feel the love when you walk in the house, and people are incredibly generous.

Someone asked if they are meeting the need.  Jim answered that they have been encouraged to expand.  If they plan a second home, there are not economies of scale.  They are currently looking into other options.

The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events





August 29	Tom Handy & Sister Barbara, Nazareth Home


September 5	Lisa Woodruff, Classification Talk


September 12	Barbara Roleck, Time Restaurant Critic


September 19	Dr. Watkins, Hammond School Corp
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