Rotary Youth Activities Month
Upcoming Schedule

September 9
Jeff Miller- Lake County Emergency Management


September 16
Gary Jones- Truancy


September 23  District Governor Rich Angle


September 30  Phil Muvich- St. Anthony Hospice

Make life easier. Receive your TRANSMISSION via e-mail. Let Dave Runnells know at 

drunnells@videotecsecurity.com and it is as good as done.

The Meeting-August 26, 2003

As always the meeting began with The Pledge, Song and Prayer. Phylis Mamula won the raffle. 

Many of the extraction questions dealt with food industry trivia. Non-caffeinated beverages have 2% caffeine, and TV dinners were originally developed as a way to dispose of excess turkey.

Reminder announcements were made concerning the various events being held in conjunction with National Literacy Month in September.

Rotarian Jim Pyles from Elkhart was introduced as our guest speaker. Mr. Pyles is a past Assistant District Governor and his topic was Rotary membership. After a brief opening discussion of the history and numbers associated with our club, Mr. Pyles focused his remarks not on obtaining new members, but on the topic of member retention.

The fact is that Rotary Districts in our Zone lose 45% of new members within three years.

Obviously some attrition is unavoidable. Death and relocation are two prime unavoidable reasons for resignation. 

However, Mr. Pyles’ main point was that clubs could do a much better job of controlling a variety of other factors so that new Rotarians are better prepared for their membership.

1. Make sure new members understand attendance requirements, financial requirements, and the club’s objectives.

2. Work at making your club open and inclusive.

3. Work at making meetings fast-paced, interesting and informative.

4. Strive for a membership that is multi-ethnic and multi-generational.

5. Don’t assume that a new member wants to work on tasks related to his or her work, e.g., an accountant as Treasurer. Give new members opportunities to show their “true colors” in terms of activities.

6.   Have exit interviews with members who are leaving as a way to learn for the future.

The bottom line for August 26- 34 Rotarians, 5 Actives/Attendance Excused, Jim Pyles- speaker, 3 guests -43 total.

