
that the information age has exploded through technol-
ogy, people get their information from any number of
sources, TV, radio, computer. The same feeling, that the
newspaper industry was not going to exist when the ra-
dio and television came on to the scene. What made the
difference was relevance. Today the large metro news-
papers are struggling because it is difficult for them to
find relevance with their readers. The small home town
papers are more important to the community. The com-
munity still relies on this print media to get local news;
high school sports, city hall news and community news.
The smaller the paper the more important.

Will it be around? Yes. 72-76% of the information on
the internet is generated from newspapers. The market
will dictate what the industry will do. There will be
some who will use the website but there will be the print
media. “ The Times” website is the heaviest used and
because of that they are in the process of rebuilding the
site. You can receive constant weather updates and you
can even watch local high school sports. You can re-
ceive the entire newspaper on the website by subscribing
e-edition. This includes all of the ads

Thank you to Linda Randolph and Rocharda Moore
Morris for providing the meeting notes and Jim
McNabney for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

AUGUST 25, 2009

The meeting was called to order by President Judy
Walker and we sang “America the Beautiful” Christine
Figueroa led the pledge and Rev. Bassam Abdallah ren-
dered the prayer.

Announcements
Lisa Woodruff announced that on October 8, 2009 there
would be a fund raiser at Andy Brennan's home for the
Dictionary Project.

Judy Walker made several announcements:
1. The Annual Foundation Day Dinner will be October
16,2009 in Fort Wayne, Indiana at the Wayne Center.
2. She reminded everyone that the guest luncheon would
be October 27, 2009. She also encouraged members to
bring a guest.
3. The new Veteran's Day Luncheon would honor all vet-
erans of all wars.
4. In December our holiday luncheon would include sup-
port for Haven House.
The theme for extractions was “Names of Ships” and as
usual Rev. Abdallah and Lisa stumped the members.

Speaker
The speaker for the afternoon was Bill Masterson from
The Times. Bill joined “The Times” in November 2006
after leaving the “Rapid City Journal which is another
Lee publication. He has been the publisher of a daily
newspaper for over 21 years. He currently serves on the
Executive Council of the Boys and Girls Club and the
Board of Directors for the Borden Gary Foundation.
The topic for his talk was “The History of the Newspaper
Business”. In looking at where we are and where we are
going with the industry the common theme which deter-
mines the success of the paper is is relevancy. In the be-
ginning newspapers were of utmost importance because
that's how everyone received their information; stock
quotes, national and international news, sports,etc. Now

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 1 Parents as Teachers, Danielle Flores
September 8 Club Assembly
September 15
September 22 Rotary After Hours, Mueller Hardware
September 29

Rotary Attendance August 25, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Tom Donovan, Hans Enderlin, Cristina Figueroa, Michelle Golden, Marty
Hollingshead, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Jim Prisby,

Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judith Walker, Lisa Wein and Lisa Woodruff. Make-ups: Clyde
Rector.

Speaker: Bill Masterson, Publisher of “The Times” newspaper.

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 18




