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No Rotary, Woodmar CC closed

The Meeting-August 19, 2003

The opening prayer delivered by Bill Robinson celebrated the handling of surprise in our lives.

Clare Oesterle won the raffle but not the grand prize.

Jeff Oesterle performed a series of low key extractions, almost all of which were related to birthdays.

Cal Bellamy announced that former Club President Kay Dell Knarr has become a grandmother.

Nancy Machnikowski reminded everyone that the kick off for “Time Out for Reading” is Wednesday August 27 at 7:30 AM at the Hammond Public Library.  All Rotarians are encouraged to show their support by attending. (Enter through the service door at the SE side of the building.)

Mary Kaczka directed everyone’s attention to envelopes at each table announcing the opening of the Towle Theater.

Congratulations were given to Terry McCullough in advance of his wedding on 8/22.

President Brennan introduced the day’s program:  a presentation by Will Glaros, a Board member of Northwest Indiana Habitat for Humanity.  Mr. Glaros began his remarks with an Eleanor Roosevelt quote, “Far worst than being blind is to have sight but no vision”, as a way of praising the vision of Habitat founder Millard Fuller.  Since its founding in 1976 Habitat has built 50,000 homes in the U.S. and another 100,000 worldwide. 

Mr. Glaros went on to explain how Habitat works and to address two commonly held misconceptions.  Habitat homes are not given away.  The application process is rigorous, and applicants provide sweat equity to the process.  More importantly, when someone receives a Habitat home they have payments to make on a 0% mortgage.

NWI Habitat has been very active, building 10 homes in 2001 and 5 homes in 2002.  Five homes are completed this year with others planned.

Mr. Glaros concluded by announcing that Mr. and Mrs. Fuller were coming to Gary on Friday, 8/22 to dedicate home number 50,001 built in the U.S., and that seats at a luncheon at Avalon Manor celebrating the event were still available. 

The bottom line for August 19- 30 Rotarians, 4 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 speaker -35 total 

