
insurance. Participants do pay part of the premium –
2-5% of their income on a sliding scale. The cover-
age is very good and comprehensive, and it is easy to
enroll. Small employers who don’t provide coverage
can even agree to pay part of their employees’ pre-
mium to participate in this plan.

The state estimates that 45,000 people in Lake
County may be eligible to participate. Funding
comes from the cigarette tax and Medicaid funds.
Participants must do some preventative health activi-
ties in order to stay covered. The Plan is designed to
encourage people to keep working rather than stop-
ping work in order to qualify for Medicaid health
coverage. The goal of Kelly and Community Foun-
dation of NW Indiana is to alert people to this cover-
age so they can sign up if qualified.

Some announcements: Our condolences to the family
of long time member, Dr. Bill Potasnik, who recently
passed away.

Terry McCullough is at home after having been quite
ill. We did not have an update, but wish him our
thoughts and prayers.

Thank you to Rick Schumacher for taking these
notes.

Rotary Attendance August 12, 2008
Bassam Abdallah, Bud Baker, Jim Buchanan, Jim Blackwood, J Calaway, Hans Enderlin, Cristina Figueroa,

Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Phylis Mamula, Jim McNabney, Jeff
Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Kathy Tobin, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein, & Lisa

Woodruff.
SPEAKER:.Kelly Nissan – Community Healthcare System

VISITING ROTARIAN: Tamara King Young (Gary)

Total Attendance 23
Note: Attendance for July 30 Picnic was 56 (28, Hammond; 28 Crown Pt.)

Meeting Notes From

AUGUST 12, 2008

President Judy presided. Tamara King visited from
the Gary Rotary Club. She invited us to participate in
their upcoming Skeet Shooting fundraiser.

Nancy Machnikowski presented the Rotary Moment.
We should be excited about our upcoming Dictionary
Project – we’re going to provide dictionaries to all
Hammond 3rd graders – public and private schools.
About 2,000 dictionaries have arrived, and they will
have Rotary labels attached. Distribution is tentatively
set for October 16 kickoff. We hope to make it a
yearly project that will demonstrate Rotary’s commit-
ment to education and kids in this community. We
expect to receive some District grant money to reim-
burse some of the cost.

Bassam Abdallah and Lisa Woodruff did their extrac-
tion - all about CB radios. But fortunately the ques-
tions weren’t too tough so they didn’t raise much
money. They are going to work on harder questions.
We celebrated a few August birthdays.

Michelle Golden won the $10 drawing, but failed to
pick the Joker. Over $400 now in the pot and only 19
cards!

Our speaker was Kelly Nissan from St. Catherine’s
Hospital. She is providing information about the
Healthy Indiana Plan (HIP), which was started in
January to provide health insurance coverage to Hoo-
sier adults who aren’t otherwise covered. Unfortu-
nately, Indiana is not a healthy state – higher than av-
erage rates of smoking, obesity and cancer. People
must meet certain low income requirements, not have
insurance for at least 6 months (except in the case of
losing a job), and no access to employer sponsored

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 19 Andrea Wiese, Ambassadorial Scholar
August 26 Karen Maravilla, Downtown Hammond Council
September 2
September 9
September 16 Gail Rodovich, Hammond Education Foundation




