We’ve lost one of the best.  It is with deep regret and a heavy heart I inform the readership that Sam Sax passed on at age 91 after a bout with brain cancer.  Sam’s funeral service will be at 2pm, Wednesday, May 17th at Temple Bethel, 1001 Columbia, Munster (just south of Fitness Pointe).  Visitation will be from 1pm - 2pm, prior to service.  Condolences may be sent to Babe at 7227 Baring Parkway, Hammond  IN  46324  (219-844-8919).       Godspeed, Sam.
THE CALENDAR








   

April 16
Mike Bonaventura
Classification Talk -- “The Art of Extraction,” etc

April 23
Lance Dodson/Steve Beck
“A” Scholars Luncheon

April 30
Anna Bower
Classification Talk


Evening Festivities …
Wine Tasting & Buffet at The Kuiper House, 5pm

May 7
Peggy Harrington
Cinco De Mayo

THE MEETING OF April 9, 2002

After the usual opening, Jim McNabney led us in the membership song.  Jim ran through it once, then we sang it twice -- fairly peppy.  Rehearsal helps.

We welcomed several guests.  Stuart Sax, Sam’s son and guest of Tom Yamada.  The two seniors from Gavit High School were Leslie Tyburski and Anthony Doukas, accompanied by Principal Chuck Hall.  Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) representatives included Bishop Noll Institute students Joseph Castillo (along with his mother Cathy Castillo) and Adam Mikolajczyk.

Lance Dodson reminded members about the Rotary Golf Outing -- GET IN EARLY!   Remember that all members will be assessed $40.  The dinner is $40, so come and enjoy cocktails and dinner even if you aren't playing -- since you are paying in any case!  $40 is for one person.  

Clyde Rector explained how it is that Mike Nau, newest Rotarian Peter Nau’s father, is/was an honorary member of Rotary.  Mike was originally a regular member, was elected president, but later became too involved in other activities -- especially the Indiana Manufacturers Association -- to come to meetings regularly.  So Mike was going to resign.  The board said no way and made him an honorary member.  He is the only person with that status in the history of the Rotary Club of Hammond.

Extractor Mike Bonaventura had a new way to twist arms.  He gave away three pairs of tickets to the WWF show in Valparaiso.  Those who didn't win tickets paid a buck.  Does that sound fair?  Winners of the WWF tickets were Principal Chuck Hall, Student Guest Leslie Tyburski and Rotarian Scott Sefton.  
Bill Robinson won the Relay for Life animal.     Phylis Mamula won the 50/50 raffle but not the jackpot.

Our guest speaker, Dr. Steve Watson from the School City of Hammond, directs the adult education programs in Hammond.  Many programs are available.  Adult Basic Education -- Literacy & Reading Skills  Steve reported 20% of Americans are essentially illiterate; 40% are marginally literate.  Yes, a whopping 60% of us can barely read!  Classes are free and there are a number of volunteers participating in the program as well as trained instructors.  GED program  319 passed the program last year.  The test is much tougher than it used to be -- 41% of high school seniors fail it.  English as a Second Language Program  600 people a year take classes.  This year 35 nationalities are represented.  On average these three programs enroll 1,700 adults.  Many do not pass but they can repeat.  Classes are FREE.  Welfare to Work Program  Participants spend 20 to 30 hours a week in class and must attend to maintain welfare payments until they get employment.  Modern Computer Lab  FREE training is offered to the general public.  Family Counseling Services   These services are offered to general public in the evenings at two Hammond libraries.  Partnering with Inland Steel This is an adult education programs designed as a hedge against layoffs or for another occupation after retirement.   Steve's budget is about $3 million annually.  The program has about 50 total employees but many are part time. Obviously many good things are going on for a population that needs these services.   But WOW, sort of scary!  Do we live in a bubble or what?

Thanks to Lance Dodson for taking notes at last week’s meeting and essentially writing this issue … just like old times!
THE BOTTOM LINE:  33 Regulars,  4 SAEs,  6 Guests,  2 Student guests


45 Total
