
Oded took us through the Israeli wars, starting in 1948 when
five Muslim nations attacked Israel within 24 hours after she
received statehood from the United Nations. Miraculously, Is-
rael won the war. But there were more wars. In ’59, the Fatah;
in the 60’s the PLO; in ’87 Hamas –all with one goal: eliminate
Israel. The Muslim states even proclaimed that Rotary was a
Zionist organization bent on controlling the world.

Following up on his friend Michael’s question concerning media
coverage of Israel’s Gaza attack last December, Oded asked,
“How many of you read in the media that Israel was attacked by
Hamas missiles from Gaza every day for nine years before last
December?” Israeli families had a meager 15 seconds to find
cover before those missiles struck. “Yet,” Oded said, “I was
educated on peace! And I want my children to have peace. It’s
Hamas, not the Palestinians, who hate us. It’s Hamas that works
with Hezbollah, Syria and Iran.”

Oded continued, “In 60 years we transformed a desert into fer-
tile land, into a place of hi-tech. Mark Twain said that we trans-
formed the ugliest land in the world. We developed the heart
stint and the largest generic drug company in the world –all in
the face of constant peril.”

In answering questions, Mr. Framovitz reiterated many of the
points made in his speech including the fact that the Palestinians
are nothing but pawns to the Arab states. When asked whether
Israel likes Obama? Oded replied, “I don’t get into politics, but I
hope that President Obama will learn about our situation.”

Respectfully,
Jim McNabney for Jeff Oesterle
(who undoubtedly was at the white Sox game)

Meeting Notes From

APRIL 7, 2009

The meeting began with the singing of “America” followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance led by Clyde Rector. We then sang
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” (April 6 & 7 was the opening
of baseball season.) Bassam Abdallah and Lisa Woodruff did an
expert job on extractions. Jim McNabney won the raffle but not
the Joker.

Jim also reported that five Rotarians had perfect attendance for
the quarter ending in March. But in truth there were six: Hans
Enderlin, Mary Kaczka, Jim McNabney, Clyde Rector, Charles
Sanger and Judith Walker. Four Rotarians missed just one meet-
ing: Bassam Abdallah, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar and Lisa
Woodruff. One make-up would give them perfect attendance too.

Jim Prisby announced our golf outing will be held on July 10 at
Lost Marsh in conjunction with the Hammond YMCA.

Mark Goldsmith introduced our speakers, Michael Steinberg and
Oded Framovitz from the Jewish Federation of Northwest Indi-
ana. Mike gave a short review of the mission of the federation.
They of course raise money for Israel, but they also support local
needs. Although they promote Jewish ideals, their group is non-
sectarian and is supported by the United Way.

Mike asked if any of us had been to Israel recently. Andy Bren-
nan responded, “Last October,” and Greg Boyan had been there
12 years ago. Mike said he wants to promote an interfaith tour to
Israel in 2010. Our own Bassam Abdallah was born in Israel and
still has family there. Michael asked if we had read in the media
about Israel’s attack on Gaza last December? He said that all
Israel wants is peace, as do many others, but because of the num-
ber of extremists, peace has been elusive. He quoted Golda Meir
(who was born in Milwaukee –as we learned from Bassam): “We
forgive you for killing our children, but we can’t forgive you for
causing us to kill your children.”

Oded Framovitz then took the floor. He was young –born during
the first Lebanese war—and now in his twenties and a veteran of
the Israeli Army (IDF). His parents told him he’d go to college,
but he joined the army and ended up in Israeli intelligence as an
expert in terror and guerilla warfare against Hamas and Hezbol-
lah.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 14 GSE Team, Turkey
April 21 Indiana Update, Morton Marcus
April 28 Guest Luncheon, 1st guest free
May 5 Honors Scholars, Dynasty @ 11:30
May 12 Heinze Award

Rotary Attendance April 7, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mark
Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, Nancy Machnikowski, Rocharda Moore Morris, Jim McNabney, Jim Prisby, Linda
Randolph, CLYDE RECTOR, Charles Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein and Lisa Woodruff

Speakers: Oded Framovitz and Michael Steinberg, Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana
Visiting Rotarian: Milford Christenson Guests: Tom Ploski, Hammond YMCA

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 23




