ROTARY INTERNATIONAL MONTH
Upcoming schedule


May 4

Milan Kruszynski, Hammond Code Enforcement


May 11
School City of Hammond Bilingual Dancers



May 18
Program provided by McKenya Dilworth

The Meeting –April 27, 2004

President Brennan led the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of “My Country ‘tis of thee”.  Jim Etter offered the prayer.

Phylis Mamula won the drawing but not the grand prize.

President Brennan presided over the induction of five new Rotarians:  Robert Dygert-Gearheart, Kathy Forsland, Nabil Ibrahim, Julie Olthoff and Jeffrey Williams. WELCOME TO ALL.
Michelle Golden led off our “Hammond Reads” program by providing some background on the organization.  “Hammond Reads” began in 2001 through the combined efforts of the City, the School City, and the Public Library.  The program will soon have 501(c)3 foundation status that will allow for charitable donation fund raising efforts.

The day’s meeting was to honor winners of the third annual essay contest.  This year’s theme was “If I Were a Character in a Book”, and there were 350 entries divided into 6 age categories.  Thanks to Bank Calumet, The Post-Tribune, the YMCA, and the City of Hammond, the winners received an assortment of gifts including a $50 savings bond, books, a T-shirt, a family membership to the YMCA, and swimming lessons.

Mayor McDermott was on hand to present the gifts after each winner read his/her essay and to enthusiastically endorse the values the program attempts to foster.  He recounted the importance of reading in his and his family’s life. 
Steve Watson, Director of Hammond Reads, concluded the event by announcing that the second annual “Time Out for Reading” will be held on September 18, 2004.  A handout was available as an aid for businesses and groups to begin planning their activities for that day.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Bottom line for April 27- 34 Rotarians, 3 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 visiting Rotarian, 30 guests- 68 total
