
Our speaker was Craig Harrell, Director of Community 
Relations and Marketing for Hospice of the Calumet Area. 
Several members of Hammond Rotary are active in the 
Hospice organization. Craig said that HCA was the first 
hospice in NW Indiana, and is celebrating 30 years of service 
this year.  It remains independent and non-profit.  They have 
served over 13,000 patients. There are strict guidelines for 
participation – one must be certified to have 6 months or less 
life expectancy, and agree to forego curative treatment.  But 
pain management is a big part of Hospice, so patients should 
not fear that issue.  They emphasize living during the period, 
not just end of life.  They work with the patient’s family and 
physicians, but the patient is key.  Hospice often helps the 
family accept what the patient wants.  Over 400 volunteer 
caregivers provide care to patients and their families.  There is 
a spiritual team available, and bereavement counseling for 
survivors for 13 months after the death.   
 
Medicare covers 100% of the costs, including medication and 
hospital equipment, for elderly patients.  Hospice must be 
“frugal”, and 82% of the donations to it are used for patient 
care.  The Riley Residence in Munster provides 8 rooms/suites 
for those who can’t stay at home safely.   
 
Craig urges that patients and their families have the “Hospice 
conversation” early, before you’re confined to bed, so that all 
can get the most benefit from the combination of medication 
and counseling.  The also have a “Transitions” program for 
those who don’t qualify for hospice, but need care and 
counseling for other long-term medical reasons. 
 
Thank you to Rick Schumacher for the meeting notes and to 
Lisa  for the attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
April 26, 2011 

 
 
President Chuck presided, Stephanie Madison led the pledge, 
Bassam provided the prayer, we sang “America the Beautiful” 
and Rick Schumacher led the 4-Way Test.  
 
Our guests included Vanessa Reese with Irma.Torres-Cantu; 
and a Hammond school group introduced by Nancy 
Machnikowski: Michelle Ondas, Gavit asst. principal; Sue 
Alamillo, Morton counselor; and Kathy Hayden, Gavit 
counselor, plus students Megan Casas from Morton and Krystin 
Warden from Gavit.  We also had frequent guest Stan Hess. 
 
Bassam thanked those who contributed shoes to “Shoes for 
Orphan Soles.”  They collected thousands of pairs that will be 
sent all over the world. 
 
Jeff Oesterle is working on membership – see his list for 
prospects from the Hammond business and professional 
community. 
 
Irma provided extraction questions on “crashes, disasters, 
accidents and scandals.”  We were entertained by the questions 
but still did not win many of them. 
 
Diane Arias announced that Friday, April 29 is the Bishop Noll 
Emporium, 30th annual.  She thanked Rotarians who are 
helping.  (Sorry I forgot the list of names.) 
 
Happy bucks from several people were welcomed. 
 
Any Brennan won the Current Events quiz but did not pick the 
Joker. 
 
Tom White finally received a long-overdue Paul Harris Fellow 
plaque, from President Chuck. 
 
Megan Casas and Krystin Warden are our 2 RYLA participants 
this year.  They each presented brief reports on their 
experiences.  Each described an “amazing time” with a diverse 
group of students from Northern Indiana.  They went as 
strangers and came home as fast friends.  They urged that we 
continue to sponsor students to have this experience. 
 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 3  Memory Game, Terry Quinn 
May 10 Auction Fundraising, Jim Alvarez 
May 17 Honors Scholars, PUC Alumni Hall 11:30 
May 24 Robert Heinze Award 
May 31  

Rotary Attendance April 26, 2011 
 

BassamAbdallah, Diane Arias, Andy Brennan, Tom Donovan, Hans Enderlin, Linda Fullilove, Michelle Golden, 
Mark Goldsmith, Nancy Machnikowski, Stephanie Madison, Jim McNabney, Jeffrey Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Jim 

Prisby, Mike Repay,  Charles Sanger, Rick Schumacher,  Irma Torres-Cantu, Thomas White, Lisa Woodruff 
Guests - Vanessa Leese, Stan Hess, Michelle Ondes, Kathy Hayden, Sue ALamillo, Krystin Warden, Megan 

Casas, Craig Harrell, Dan Magura  
         

 TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 29 




