THE CALENDAR

April 23
School City of Hammond
“A” Scholar’s Luncheon

April 30
No Lunch Meeting Today … but our evening festivities include Rotary’s



      Wine Tasting & Buffet at The Kuiper House, 5pm*
May 7
Peggy Harrington
Cinco de Mayo

May 14
N. Machnikowski/C. White
Rotary Youth League Award (RYLA)

* There are still opportunities to attend the Rotary Wine Tasting & Buffett on April 30.  Each Rotarian will be billed $15 (not $25 as previously stated) … whether you’re there to enjoy good friends, fine food, inspiring wine and melodious music by Jim McNabney or not … a Board decision.  Don’t be shy about signing up a friend or two either!  Reservations will be accepted through Thursday, April 26.  You may call Kay Dell at 838-8361 or reserve a spot by calling 989-2204.

THE MEETING OF April 16, 2002

After Dick Henry delivered a few thoughtful and well-chosen words about Sam Sax, we sang a hearty rendition of R-O-T-A-R-Y for Sam.  Sam’s upbeat manner was and remains an inspiration for all of us.  Sam will indeed be sorely missed.  President Knarr mentioned that Babe Sax will be remaining in the area, and the best thing that anyone can do for her is to show our Rotary Friendship by stopping by to visit.  Too, if you wish to donate money in the memory of Sam, see Kay Dell or Cal Bellamy.
We welcomed Visiting Rotarians Milford Christenson (Griffith) and Nancy Johnson (Merrillville) … and guest of Kay Dell.  Bill Robinson introduced his daughter, Claire, the “Girl Scout Cookie Girl.”  Hans Enderlin’s guest Alex Santanovitz also joined us.  Clark High School Principal Chuck Hall introduced Seniors Leslie Tyburski and Anthony Doukas.  Last but certainly not least, we were happy to see both Clare Oesterle and Jim Romar back from their winter retreats.

The 10-Day Membership Notice has been issued for prospective members Alex Santanovitz and Bill Mulligan.  If you have any objections, file your written objections with Tom Yamada by April 25.

If you are interested in spending a day (or more) touring locally with the Group Study Exchange (GSE) team from Argentina, let Kay Dell know.  A schedule will likely be available today.

Robert Heinze Award recipient (’98) Richard W. Gardner (founder of Calumet Construction and humanitarian) recently passed away.  His wife, Wanda, and co-recipient, passed away shortly before.  The Gardner’s will be missed by many.

Flash!  The Rotary Induction dinner may be held on Tuesday, June 25 as opposed to Thursday, June 27.  Too, the dinner will be held at a different location other than Phil Schmidt’s -- The Horseshoe Casino, Woodmar CC or The Center at Purdue Calumet.  The key concept here is “flexibility.”  A firm date and location will be announced soon.

There was no 50/50 drawing, but Kay Dell Knarr and guest Alex Santanovitz won Relay for Life critters.

Caution: Don’t mess with the Extractors’ (territorial) duties.  They don’t like it and they will fine you.

Following up on our Club Assembly last month, President Knarr invited Nancy Johnson from The Legacy Foundation (TLF) to speak to us about establishing a Rotary donor advised fund in perpetuity with TLF for the purpose of honoring and remembering Rotarians by giving funds back to the community.  Briefly, some of the pros are that the person memorialized is done so indefinitely, other monetary gifts can be accepted into the fund, there is a payout every year, TLF handles all the legal fees, paperwork and management aspects (for a 1% annual fee).  Some of the cons are that any money contributed to the fund is irretrievable (although this may be deemed a pro), TLF charges a 1% manage- ment fee, the annual payout will never be greater than 5% of the principal and could be virtually nil depending on fund performance for the year, and we could possibly do a better job of managing the money ourselves.  More discussion will ensue, but we’ll make a Club decision by the end of May.

In the few moments remaining, Mike Bonaventura gave his classification talk on Advertising & Radio.  Mike’s a product of Da Region, growing up in Robertsdale and graduating from Clark High School.  You might say that radio was Mike’s destiny as his father was a regional DJ.  And, in fact, Mike can’t remember not wanting to be on the radio.  Although he studied theatre at Illinois State, he soon realized that he couldn’t earn much of a living acting.  So he landed a job with WWJY radio in Crown Point pushing a button every hour.  Better than not working but not much.  His big break came when the late radio talk show host, Warren Frieberg, asked Mike to be his news anchor.  He’s never looked back.  He’s worked in radio 16 years without ever being fired.  And intends to work at least another 16 years without being fired, George.  “Radio is exciting, fun and fulfilling!”   Mike observed that radio and advertising go hand in hand.  He’s come to understand the value of communicating with an audience -- especially through advertising.  For snicks and kicks Mike is an accomplished amateur magician -- again following in his dad’s footsteps.

THE BOTTOM LINE: 35 Regulars, 4 SAEs, 2 Visiting Rotarians, 2 Guests, 2 Student guests
    
 46 Total

