
troduced his staff and his wife, who had accom-
panied him on this occasion.

Judge Van Bokkelen is a native of Moores-
ville, Indiana, but has lived in Hammond and
Munster over three decades. He was named
outstanding Assistant U.S. Attorney for the
Northern District in 1974. In 2003 he was the
honoree at the Calumet Council of the Boy
Scouts of America. In 2007 he received the
American Bar Association’s highest rating as a
judicial nominee (in addition to his doctorate
from Calumet College). The afternoon’s pro-
gram listed numerous other accomplishments
and associations.

Beautiful centerpieces provided by Hans
Enderlin adorned every table. A beautiful gold-
lettered certificate purchased from Rotarian Mi-
chelle Golden was presented to Judge Van
Bokkelen. Many commented that the entire
Heinze Award program is one of Hammond
Rotary’s finest and most professionally per-
formed functions.

Thank you to Jim McNabney for taking
these notes.

Rotary Attendance for April 15, 2008

27 Members (3 Attendance Excused: Bud Baker, Ed McHie & Dick Henry)

4 Guests of Rotarians: Greg Boyan (Enderlin), Gilbert King (Castellanos)

Cathy Bellamy (Cal Bellamy) & Curtis Vosti (Duane Dedelow)

9 Guests of Club: John Van Bokkelen, Sally Van Bokkelen, Gail Oesterhof,

Diane Rowe, Irma Rivera, Julie Churchill, Dennis Rittenmeyer, Thomas McDermott

2 Visitors: Judge James Richards and Jeoff Anderson

Total Attendance: 42

Meeting Notes From
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2008 Robert V. Heinze Award
April 15, 2008

Cal Bellamy produced another great Rotary
program culminating in the presentation of the
Robert V. Heinze Vocational Service Award to
Judge Joseph S. Van Bokkelen.

After the usual Rotary preliminaries and a
formal luncheon, Ed McHie gave another stir-
ring biography of Bob Heinze and his many in-
ventions and innovations both with British Pe-
troleum’s predecessors and some of his own en-
terprises. Bob Heinze was an honored member
of Rotary and held 42 years of perfect atten-
dance.

Dennis Rittenmeyer, last year’s honoree and
President of Calumet College, gave some stir-
ring comments about Judge Van Vokkelen and
his wife, Sally, and family –mentioning, of
course that the judge had been awarded a Doctor
of Humanities degree by Calumet College. At
this time Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott,
Jr. presented the judge with the key to the city of
Hammond. Mayor McDermott also stated that
when the judge was our District’s U.S. Attorney,
he had many politicians shaking in their boots as
he attacked Lake county corruption.

Past Mayor, Duane Dedelow, and Cal
Bellamy then presented the judge with the
Heinze Award. Judge Van Bokkelen gave an
acceptance speech showing appreciation to all
those who had helped him in his career. He in-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 22 Star Theatre Entertainment. Charlie Blum
April 29 RYLA, Nancy Machnikowski
May 6 Honors Scholars, PUC
May 13 Youth Philanthropy Council, Nancy Johnson
May 20 Gary International Airport, Gayle Van Sessen




